These practices, as applied to distinct occupation have been called?so long that "the memory of man runneth not to the contrary"?"the tricks of the trade." But, in these latter days, they are more properly defined by the general term "Humbug."
I have been invited to prepare a short "Essay" upon some ? subject connected with the "theory or practice of dentistry,"
and, I trust, no member of this association will be offended that I have thus early in my effort, arrived at the word "humbug." I hope I shall be pardoned, but I really do not know any subject more positively connected with the "practice" of our profession (and I The dental art is but in its infancy. Each succeeding year brings to light new discoveries and important improvements. And the experience of every day shows us that the business of the skilful dentist is more and more appreciated. Then away with all deceptions, all tricks, all "humbugs." Let industry and honest emulation among our members be the means to excellence ; let our aim be, not so much to get rich, as to raise a standard of honorable character for our profession, and for ourselves. Industry, integrity and a constant aim at perfection in our art, will bring to us wealth and character, the praise of men, and the approving smile of heaven.
